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shes and Tuer enn, of 97 ' 1 
S in Providence we are at cat dried of? tbo b_ 
che honourable Office of Magiſtracy, by the = 
-* unhappy Troubles of the Times: And as , WM 
K there ſeems to be ſome Inclinations of WM > 4-4 
Citizens towards an Alteration of the preſent Set of the 
City, I ſhould have thought it needleſs, and I am ſure 
had never attempted to addreſs you in this Manner, 8 
Ms not thought che how # wanted this, or ſomething 8 


” —— — . — 


The Melon Set of the City of Edinburgh has, on + 
many "Occaſions, been complained of, as greatly Ng 3 
ſective in anſwering the noble Deſign of right governing 
ſo great and populous a City, being the Capital of this +1 "44, 
ancient Kingdom of Scotland. e a 

I. don't doubt, but 4. che Time when this Set ö 
la agreed to, im anne 1583, above 160 Tears "ago, 
his then Majeſty King Janes VI. being Umpire; e OY 
might have been as good and fit t as any the then Citizen Mi 1 
could think of, becauſe the ( City at that Time m A 
have been vaſtly inferior to what it is at preſent, not nix, 
in Extent, but in the Number, Lee pe „ 
and Subſtance of its Citizens. : 

For by the Set it appears, "that of the "whale! Body * 
of Tadedhen at chat Time in the Council, there i is but 
two or three could write their Names, and a „ 
xp 4 bin for all 5 h I don't 13 5 
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| C4 | 
ſtion their Capacities for * 3 Occupations, nor 


do I mention this out of any Diſreſpect to that uſeful 


and valuable Body of Citizens. RN bf chalk 
Tet I humbly think the Scheme of any political Go- 
vernment, compoſed by Men ſo little acquainted with the 
World, as we may reaſonably ſuppoſe e all-Men of fach 
Education were, and mult be, a it has ſubſiſted too 
long for the Capital of this or any Kingdom; and tho 


perhaps that other Body of Citizens, the then Merchants, 


mige write ſomething better, yet conſidering the Na- 
ture and Temper of our Country at that Thne, * 


a regular Education was much neglected; and even 
lowing both Merchants and Tradeſmen to have as ſu- 
perior Geniuſes as well can be imaginrd at that Periot 


I verily believe no Age whatever can preſcribe ſo exact 


a Plan, but Length of Time may make ſome Alterations 
neceſſary. - 
I — there is a good many Citizens at proſent, 
Who do heartily wiſh that ſome Amendments may be 
made in the Set to cure the great Evils, too often moſt 
ſenſibly and ſeverely felt, when it has been known, 
that two or three Leading Men in the Council has ſome 
times triumphed over, and even openly defied the whole 
Citizens to controul or defeat their Projects, or baflle 
their Deſigns, when many pernicious Schemes have been 
caried on by them quite contrary totho\Gentigrents, and 
even legal Applications of the Citizens. 
And indeed there is not many Inſtances, han the 
Citizens without Doors have had much Succeſs in their 


juſt Attempts, to have ſome who were Leading Men in 


the Council turned out of it, even tho they were ma- 
naging the Affairs of the City in a Way highly diſagree; 
able to moſt Part 2 valuable Citigehs; and I can't 

help thinking, that even in the molt glaring Miſmanage · 


men: or Miſconduct that ever has happened in our Me- 


mo y, as much af the Blame may be aftributed to 1 
| 3 2 Weak⸗ 
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the Set, the City being then in Poſſeſſion by the Pre · 
tender's eldeſt Son, and his Highland Army; ſo that at 


m for the berter Management of the | 


S TBE NOS Pe T7 


ever Character, embrace and improve this Opportunity to 


Council, and Eight extraordinary Deacons, makes 


for more than four Times heir Number, to have every Part 


not only the Power of governing the City, but alfa 


. 

Wedkneſt a 25 to the We.” 
neſs or ill Diſpoſttions of the Perſons, © | 

This therefore is a loud Call to all who avow the Prix ö 
ciples of Liberty, and have conſidered the numberleſs 
Deſects of the Set bf this City, to exert themſelves on 
this Occaſion; perhaps a fitter Opportunity may never 
occur in our Day, when there was no Election of Ma- 
giſtrates and Council at the ordinary Time appointed by 


preſent, being without any City:Government, the ſame 
Law that would reftore.the old Set to its Activity, could 
28 eaſily make anew one, or ſuch Aherations as might 


City. 
Let then all the hearty Friends to the City, ol what | 


the City's Wellfare ; and if there is not an Effay' | 
made now, how ſurpriſing will ir be, thar the Citizehs 
ſhould be ſo careleſs or indifferent, not to ſay have worſe 
Deſigns, as to reſt themſelves fatisfied with the preſent 
Set. Take but an impartial View of it as it really is, 
namely, That Twenty five Perſons are the ordinary 


Thirty three (and 1 believe the ſmalleſt Burgh in Scots - 
land has that Number, or near it) that this ſmall - 
Nymber ſhould have the Power of governing this City, 
which indeed, as I apprehend, would be too much Work 


juſtly and fully executed, as the ſeveral Affairs neceſ- 
ſarily require; beſides, theſe Thirty three Perſons have 


have the Power of chuling their Succeſſors for ever; ſh . 
that a preſent Council can, properly ſpeaking, be aid ; 
to be no other than the Repreſentatives of the laſt or 
former Council; „ 


/ | tute 


» 


G 
rute ſhould not only tus aver,” but eg the whole 


Inhabitants. of this great City and Suburbs, which is 
computed to be above FOO, any ana may _w_ * 
cover the Abſurdity of it © -- 

For Example, if. the late General Aﬀſembly of as 


Church of Scoland, who I ſhall ſuppoſe to be the beſt 


and ablaſt Men in it, and who have the greateſt Re- 


gard for her Laws and Conſtitutions,” ſhould hencefor- 


ward be inveſted with the Power to chuſe their Succeſ- 
ſors to rhe next or ſubſequent Aſſemblies, I believe the 
other Members of the Church would think this not an 
equal Repreſentation of them, and complain very juſt; 


ly too, although even this would bear no Proportion to 
the Caſe of this City, by the preſent get of it, or the 


fame Proportion that 200 to 1000 does to 33 to- fif- 
ty thouſand. - One then at firſt Sight may ſee how 


vaſtly diſproportioned this Set of Government is, with+ 
out the Neceſſity of applying any Rule of Arithmetick 


to demonſtrate, or Flowers of Rhetorick to evince it. 
Beſides, I humbly think none can properly be faid 
to repreſent a Community, -unleſs elected by the Mem- 


bers who compoſe that Community: For Inſtance, if 


our 45 Members who repreſent us. in Parliament; were 


to meet in a Society by themſelves, and then chuſe 
thoſe who were to ſucceed them in Parliament, without 
ever acknowledging or conſulting their Conſtituents, al- 
though, at the ſame Time, they were obliged to chuſe 


another Member out of the ſame County, or Burgh, that 


each do repreſent ; yet I ſuppoſe the other Freeholders, 
or Burgefſes, would think that a very great Encroach- 
"ment on their Rights and Privileges, 5 | 
Our Caſe in the City is juſt the fame : The Ned 
Council are obliged to chuſe the Magiſtrates out of the 


Merchants in the City ; but 'then the 'Body of Mer- 
chants, bave neither Vote in leeting or electing any Part 


of their Number to repreſent them, on the Council 


chuſes 
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Whig, and yet pleaſed with the. Set, is a Paradox; and 15 


| . af 
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 ehuſes who they pleaſe; ſometimes not the fitteſt for _ 
the Office, but for carrying on ſoine Party- ſcheme. '- | 1n_ 
Gentlemen, Let not then Sloth” or Indifference, in aů2a - 
Matter of ſuch Importance to the City, prevail any K - ""_— 
longer among us: Let not any fy, What can I do? 
Indeed every one ſhould beſtir themſelves to help for- N 
ward fo falutary a Work. Theſe «ho. have long and bat 1 
great Experience in the City, and have ſeenl the pre- 1 
nant Exils in the Set, are the fitteſt to ſet about ane 
begin it: Such a Work muſt be a great Labour in ad- 
juſting it, before it can be ready for a legal Sanction 
becauſe of the many different Societies and Intereſts that 

are concerned, and the various: Sentiments and Opini- 505 1 
ons _ will neceſiaily occur in a Matter of EGU" %.. —_— 


It is paſt al Diſpute, that a right Civil Government ata, "4 
of a City ( as well as of a Nation ) has been, is, and i 
will be the moſt ſolid Foundation of its Welfare =. „ 
Happineſs in all its Concerns, whether Sacred or Civil; 
and particularly with reſpect to the careſul Manage 2 1 
of its Funds, and in promoting of its Trade, and ii: 
creaſing its Navigation i in all its Brancties, wp. nut 
neglected in this City. * 
Thus I have ſet Ne you abe of the many ay ehe 


of our. preſent City-Coriſtitution, in its Riſe - and Pro-. 14 2 1 
greſs; allow me, with all Freedom and Sincerity, to. 2 8 = 
before you ſome . few Motives to caſt Light upon this.” 133 
Argument, in order to prevail with you. IS 4 
And I ſhall addreſs myſelf firlt to you who ae highs = 


It may be juſtly expected, that no true Whig will, nay © OG . 
I am ſure he cannot be for the Continuance of the _ 
Set, upon Whig Principles: For to pretend to be a _ 


indeed it ſeems to be quite incompatible. | ty. | 
As the main Princip le of Whigi/m conſiſts in a Re- 1 
gard to the Intereſt of all Mankind, or any whole „ 


= © 1 * 
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tion in genera}, and more partieululy to the Capital 
City, of which they are Members, and that the Conduct 
of 'every Whig on this Occafion, wilt make it impoſſible 
for any Body fairly to maintain he is in the ſmalleſt De- 


groe guided by a Spirit of Party, or chat he bas ſtronger 


Attachments to certain particular Men, or Leaders a- 
mong theſe, than to that Publick, that Community and 
general Order under which all Men, and all wes 
whatſoever, are _ comprehended and held E in 
common Union. 

| Therefore all the Citizens, and all their Intereſts hauld 
be collected, , exerted and united, to promote, and, as 
far as they can, endeavour to procure for the City a 


right Political Government, whereby the Citizens vf 


Edinburgh (to uſe the Diſcription of Whigi/ar from a 
Hate Pamphilet, out af which 1 have taken ſome Ex- 


cerpts, ſo far as relates to the preſent Argument) Be- 
ing naturally, free as all Mankind are, and  original- 


ly veſted by GOD and Nature with an unalienable 
Right, may be (Ak- Ins rar,) and entruſted with a 
Power to govern themſelves by common Conſent, 
andi to elect their own Repreſentatives and Magiſtrates 
« for that Purpoſe, Magiſtrates tied down in the Exer- 


4 ciſe of their Offices, to the Obſervation of certain 


„Laws formed and ratified by the People themſelves, 


or by their Repreſentatives whom eie. 
. * ered fo to do. 


I have only. added "the Word Re-inſtated, beende 


| te Citizens of Edinburgh,” and in a particular Manner 


the whole Merchants of every Denomination in it, cls 


ther as a Body or Individuals, have been deprived to 


this Day of this natural and unalienable Right o go- 


vern themſelves by their common Conſent, and to & . 


le& their own Repreſentatives and Magiſtrates for that 


Purpoſe ; whereby mach Miſchief and Confuſion has 
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Power in different Periods; e many Perſons 
have been preſerr d to Offices by their Influence, who 
have either been unfit, or in a great Meaſure ' incapable 
for a ſuitable Diſcharge of the Duties of them: Beſides, 
the common Stock of the City greatly neglected, and 
ſometimes ſquander'd away upon Projects altogether ſo-— 
reign, uſeleſs, or not neceſſary to be performed at that 
Time, or even at all, and many other Ways that 
might be mentioned, ( which is well enough known to 
thoſe who are acquainted with the City- affairs; ) and not 
a little of this about the Time of an annual Election, 
ſometimes to promote ſome Selfiſh or Views. 
Indeed it” could be wiſhed, that no true Whig may e- 
ver be a Party-man, as he neither is, nor can be .(ac- | 
cording to the Sentiments of the fore-mentioned Pam 
phlet ) upon Whig-Principles, ſtrifily adhered to in e- 
very Part .of his Conduct; and that they are not to 
maintain this Principle in Theory, and confine it only © 
2 but ſhould extend it to ny e 
3 
. And indeed there never was » Time more a 
for acting upon this Principle than the preſent, when | 
the Tide of Party-zeal in this City, and in too WW 
athers through the Nation, ſeems to run ſo high as to 


Bounds. Oo on 
Therefore every Whie, yea evdey en of” e +." 
Denomination he is, ſnould make it his Study to be ſo fen 
from this Party-ſpizit, as no Perſons, even their worlt =_ 
Enemies, may have it in their Power to miſrepreſent.  _ * if 
them, or traduce their Conduct, as if they were led by - > 
PAGES bot e Rab > 
ty. % 
As a man is no le Character, ' 
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whether of your own Party or not: And, whatever 
; Denomination. or Diſtinction may be among us, may 
at ever be preferred, of being good Britons, good Ci- 
tizens, heartily deſiring, ſincerely deſigning, and Vigo- 


rouſſy endeavouring to promote the publick Well in 


all its Branches. And let all, who would merit that 
Name, unite, embrace and take this commendable Ko- 
man Reſolution, to ſave the City, by doing all in their 
Power legally to obtain a right political Government for 
it, or lament the periſhing State of this City without it, 
if they ſhould be ſo unhappy as fail any how in ſo 
laudable an Attempt. 

It will however ſhow to e Generations, that this 
Age was neither inſenſible of the miſerable Inconveni- 


"cies of it, nor unwilling to get rid of the Yoke,” but 


made a noble Stand for their natural Rights and Privi- 
leges-as Men, and their Civil Liberties as Citizens, al- 
though diſappointed in- theſe glorious Ends. And then 
it will clearly appear to whoſe Door the Blame is to be 
laid, and there we muſt let it reſt till Providence fee fit to 
beſtow on us the ineſtimable Bleſſing of a right Civil Po- 
licy in this City, which at all Times will be found to 
be the beſt, and ſureſt Way of obtaining and continuing 


right Perſons to govern us in every particular ith | 


whether high or low. 
Freedom and Liberty is the Darling of Britons ; * 


| the Gazettes for. ſeveral Months paſt are an abundant 


Proof how ſenſible the Nation is of this Bleſſing, and 


' with what Spirit they have ſhown their jult Diſlike and 
Abhorence of all ſſaviſh and arbitrary Schemes, for go 


verning the State: And may it never be the Fate of 
theſe Nations, to the lateſt n 0 be thus go- 


verned. 


And ſhall we then in this city tamely ſubject our- 
ſelves again to that intolerable Yoke of City-Slavery 
and atbitrary Power, whereof we have ſo * felt the 

* f hurt- 


7 


hurtful Conſequences, without — ourſelves to the 
utmoſt, in uſing every legal Mean in our Power to ex- 
tricate us from, thoſe Evils, by a proper Application to 


I , : 


„ 


88 


our Legiſlature ? And what may not be expected from 0 


the Fathers of their Country, to the Capital of one of 


the Kingdoms? 
The Civil Policy of the city of London, the Abet 


Capital, and its Conſtitution, ſeems to be much juſter, 


and by far more equal than ours; and, as far as poſ- 
ſible, I would humbly recommend it for the Baſis of 


our Plan. And uben they obtain an Alteration of one 


Point now laid before the Parliament, by their ow. n 


Conſent, that the Lord Mayor and Aldermen, which 


are twenty-ſix in number, ſhould not have the Nega- 
tive over the Common Council, which are 236, where; 
by the Buſineſs of Common Council has been ſome- 


times greatly interrupted and over-ruled by two or three 


Aldermen ; ſo that. tho' twelve Aldermen, and the whole 
236 Common Council were unanimous, yet they could 
not proceed if the ſaid Mayor and thirteen ern 
were of a contrary Opinion to them. 

The City of „ is divided into th x Wards 
or Diviſions, and each/ Citizen, qualified according to 


the Regulation of that Ward, is a Member of, and has 
2 Right to vote for an Alderman for that particular 5 


Ward, and ſo many Common Council Men as they 


have Right to chuſe; ſome twelve or fourteen, and o- 
thers four, ſix r- eight, Oc. juſt according to their Im- 
portance in the City. And in this Court of Common 


Council, which: is the City-Parliament, all By-laws are 


made, which bind all, the Citizens; and a Stranger may 
be made free of London by this Court, and not Geher. 


Ways. . 


This great City does enjoy many great Privileges, | 
and this is reckoned by them. the higheſt, that the Ci- 
l tizens chuſe their own Magiſtrates, keep Courts within 


N * 


bi — 


has been diſcovered in ſome, during an annual Reign, 


* 


| * | 
C a8,..2 | 
' themſelves, and make what By-laws they think fe for e 


dene better Government of it, provided they be not re- « f 


pugnant to the Laws of the Land. By this Means, « t 
they have the Expetience of Trade being greatly en- As 
couraged, and the City grown rich and popolous. ; has 

I have heard ſome Obje&ions to the London Conti» tinu 
tution as a Pattern for this City; but Ihumbly think, when pers 
they are duly. conſidered, there is little Weight in them, | anc 


ſuch as, The Narrowneſs-of this City, and the ſmall that 


6 Number in it fit to be intruſted with ſuch an impor- ve 

tant Office during Life.” It is true, this is but à of 8 
Per City, yet one of the moſt populous for its Bulk | ya 
in the World; and-I c't help thinking, that it would ral. 
not be ſo difficult a Matter to find Twelve or Eighteen ſhal 
fit Perſons for Aldermen, (as this Number would be the 
ſufficient for us) if we were at ſome Pains to look about |} anc 
us: There are 4 good many IR honeſt, ſenſible op; 
Citizens among us. I grat 
Another Objection may va cc That i it mk be dif- Joſt 
* ficult to get Twelve or Eighteen fuch Aldermen, || obj 
« that would undergo the Trouble, or be able to fup» I eq 

port the Dignity of the Office.” As to this, if we mo 


look back; and judge from what is paſt, "there are but can 


few Inſtances of Men quitting the Council for the } this 
Trouble of it. Some have been above a Dozen of Þ Cor 


Years, and oftimes re-choſen to the higheſt Offices; and, der. 


without Breach of Charity, would have been content to 16. 


continue till their Death, and never mind the Trouble to 
of it: Beſides that the Number of Aldermen propoled, ' ½½ 
would make the Work of a : Magilivate much eaſier than | "4 

it is at preſent, 1 40 

4 34 Objedtion, « That it would be dangerous and - W* « 

*« inconvenient to have Magiſtrates during Life; be- 


<< cauſe, if ſome Air of Pride, Contempt ot Severity 


« how. . they de if ſuch were 2 


* . 


« greateſt Oppreſſions towards their Neighbours - whom 
« they may diſlike, without any juſt Offence given.” 
As to this, I apprehend, a Perſon of ſuch Diſpoſitions 


has the worſt of it himſelf, and the Shortneſs of his Cen- 
tinuance, may encourage theſe vain and ſooliſn Tem- 


pers, more than if he were himſelf to continue longer. 


And as to Severity, no fair honeſt Citizen need Kr 


hat; and, if any oppreſſive Meaſure were attempted; 


we have an eaſy Remedy at Hand, the, ſupreme Court 
of Seſſion: But, on the contrary, when a wile and good 
Man is promoted to this Dignity-in the City, the natu - 


ral Effect it would have upon him, would be this; What 
mall. J do for the Honour, Proſperity and real Weal of 


the City and Citizens, in every Manner of Reſpect? 


And it may well be ſuppoſed, he would embrace _ 
| Opportunity to promote theſe valuable Purpoſes. I 

granting that any, or all of theſe Aldermen ſhould in 5 
Inſtance of their Conduct give Ground for any of theſe 


Objections, there is yet a very ſtrong Bar againſt ill Con · 
ſequences by the Landen Conſtitution; becauſe 236 eoms 


mon Council- men, annually elected by the Citizens, 


can eaſily out- vote Twenty-ſix Aldermen : And ſo, if 
this City have Twelve Aldermen, the Proportion of 
Counſellors to theſe will be 109 ; and, if Eighteen Al- 
dermen, the Proportion of Counſellors to thoſe will be 
164, a ſufficient Number to prevent any bad Meaſure 


Io be purſyed: Fr in the multitude. unn therd 3s 


afety. PN 

A 4th Objection, « That ſo great Numbers of he 
Citizens as would be conveened upon Account of the 
« choicing theſe Officers, would occaſion great Diſorder 


and Confuſion, and be a Sced of continual Conten- 


« tions.” I muſt beg leave to think this would not 
be the Caſe ; and, altho* there ſhould be ſome little 
Heats on fach IR it does not ay, that there 


' ſhould - 


RR 
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ſhould be no Elections of this Sort becauſe of theſe; Lef: 
ſer Evils may be caſily born with, when they prevent 
greater Miſchiefd, and procure the more ſolid Pleſſings 


of Peace and good Order; and perhaps there has been 


ſometimes as great Pothering in this City, at electing 2 
Deacon of an EEG OTC: as might be at elecling an 
Alderman. 

A ha Objection, © That the Legiſlature would not 
« perhaps favour us with ſuch Alterations” 1 ſhould 
be loth to think that ever this ſhould-be the Caſe, and I 
am ſure no Body can ſay ſo till a Trial be made; 
and, I hope, there will be found none that will be a- 
gainſt a humble Application at this Time. And indeed, 
if it were poſſible for any in Power to ſuſpect any ill In- 
tention in applying for this Amendment, I would gladly 


hope, there is not one Citizen, but would be heartily 


content, they ſhould nominate and ele& the whole firſt 
Set of Aldermen ;” and then, as they die, or by Age or 
other Infirmities of Body or Mind, are thereby rendered 
unable*and incapable be a ſuitable Diſcharge of their 


Duty, or having continued ſo many Years as may be 


cended on, or 2s the Citizens are / pleaſed with 
their Fitneſs to continue in that high Office, then another 
Alderman may be elected in their Place. And, as this 


City is ſituate, the whole Citizens may be the Electors 
. of every Alderman, declaring, that none ſhall have Pri- 


vilege of voting, but ſuch who are actually exerciſing 
Buſineſs in the City, and are annually in the'Stent-books, 


and pay not under 20 s. Sterl. per annum. 


And, as ye ſhall in a little Time have an Oppotin 


"nity of an Election in ſome Shape or other, allow me 
to lay before you ſome of the Qualifications thoſe Per- 


ſons ought to have, upon whem your Choice may fall, 
and that you may have your Eye fixed on ſuch Perſons 
as deſerve this on aac | 


I ſhall 


and a diadem; 


- 8 


Cy 

ri ſhall give you a 1 in Tethro's 
Advice to Moſes, Moreover, thou ſhalt provide out of 
all the people,” able men, ſuch as fear God, men of truth, 
hating covetuuſneſs ; and place ſuch over them, to be 
rulers of thouſands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, 
and rulers' of tens; Men of Might, not for Strength of 
Body, but for Greatnefs, Reſolution, Courage and Con- 
ſtancy of Mind, which is the beſt Preſervative "againſt 
Partiality and Corruption 'in | udgment, to which Men 
of little Minds, or narrow Souls, are eaſily Noyes: by 
Fears, or Hopes or Gifts. 

For other valuable Characters of right Magiſtrates, 
look to theſe Scriptures below '+, and diligently conſider 
Samuel's Integrity, Solomon's' Deſire of an underſtand- 
ing Heart, and Job's noble Deſcription of a good Magi- 
ſtrate, Fob 29th Chapter throughout, who put on righte- 

 ouſneſs, and it cloathed him, and judgment was at a-robe 
who was 4 father to the poor, and the 
cauſe he knew not he ſearched out. 

Take care to chuſe ſuch as are throughly principled 
in the Proteſtant Religion; and ready to maintain it with 
their Lives and Fortunes, and have 'a true and 
Regard for the Honour and Intereſt of the City. Be- 
ware of ever chuſing Men that are in low Circumſtances, 
or neceſſitous Fortufies, and who can't ſupport them- 
ſelves by their Trade aud Buſineſs, or by any Miſcon- 
duct (whether Prodigality and expenſive Living above 
their Incomes, or other Neglects) have brought them- 


ſelves into Straits: Such will be under no ſmall Temp- 
. rather to ſerve themſelves than the Publick ; 
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| + Exod. xvili. 2 1. Deut. i. 15. to 18, and Deu. xvi. 
18. to 21. 1 Sam. Xil. 3. 1 Kings i ii. 9. 2 Chron. ix, 


6, 7. 2 25, 26. Prov. xxix. 2. {/a. i. 26. Ran. 
xii, Chap, 
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and it is nat to bo expected, that thoſe-who m 
their own private Aﬀairs, will have that true Regard 
r the publick Weal that is neceſſary, ds 
ſelves out carefully to manage the City-patrimony : 
Which is the more neceſſary now, when the City is 
under ſo heavy a Load of Debt, perhaps not leſs than 
50-or 60,000 . Sterl. I then Beggars ſhould ever 
come at any Time to be your Repreſentatives, i in any 
Office of Truſt, how will they mind what is expedient 
- for the City to. Hare, whoſe chief Care (it may juſtly 
be preſumed) will be to get ſomething” for them- 
ſelves to live by? And as I e hope, that 
ruining Practice of Bribery. and Corruption never Was 
attempted among us, and I heartily with it may never 
be known, yet, if there.was ſuch. a Temptation coming 
in theſe Mens Way, they would be in very great Danger 
of being tempted. to repair the Decays of their own pri- 
vate Fortune, altho perhaps thereby the publick Inte- 
reſt may be much impaired and damaged. 
Again, Elect no vain, prodigal or voluptuous Perſon : 

For, beſides, that ſuch are not regular enough to be 
entruſted with the Execution of the Law, they are com- 
. monly Idlers; and tho* poſſibly they may wiſh well 
enough to the Intereſt of the City, yet as they are too 
much {wayed by their Pleaſures, nightly Revellings, and 
other Diverſions, they will be in great Hazard of ne- 
gleing, or at leaſt ſlightly . true Intereſt of 
- the City. 

In, fine, If the Jaudable Conſtitution of Londin 
cannot be. obtained, there are ſome uſeful. Amends 
ments may be made, even to the preſent Set, bad 
as its; and a worſe can't well be ſuppoſed for fo large 
4 Cit | 

155 Inequality of electing the preſent Council will 
appear, among other Things, from this, that the ſe» 
* Denominations of Merchants are mare in png 


* 
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| of the publick Stent and Burdens in the City, ſhould 
May, will be more faving of the City's Patrimony ; 


« cauſe they are 15155 able, nor do bear any Proportion 
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ber, and do pay of the publick Aud 2 far greater 
Fe than all the Trades put together; yet they, 
$ Body, have no Vote at all in the Election of any 

ſingle Perfon to the Council. And indeed every Ci- 
tizen, as he has, a natural Right, fo. he ought to have 
4 Share in the Election of the Governors of the City, 
and have © legal Right to be equally repreſented ac- - 
cording to their Number, Quality and Circumſtances, | 


and not one excluded; but every one ſhould: be obliged _ 


to join with ſome Society, Company or Incorporation; 
and at his firſt entering Burgeſs, before his Ticket be 
delivered to him, ſhould make his Choice, and then 
Enter with them. ae 


This Privilege of being equally: repreſented in Coun? 


Lis 


| bil, would prevent much Clamour and Murmuring a- 


mong the Citizens; and Magiſtrates and Counſellors, 
8 would be more regarded and reſpected by the 
City : Whereas, ſometimes by the preſent Method of 
letting, that ReſpeR, juſtly due to lawful Magiſtrates, 
degenerates into Indiflerence or Contempt of them. 
\ Thoſe Companies or Incorporations, who pa moſt 


* 


haye the more Repreſentatives in Council; becauſe it 
is very natural to think, that thoſe who pay moſt that 


whereas thoſe who pay little towards the publick Funds, 
will generally be more eaſy how thele are beſtowed, be- 


miſapplied. | 


9 


can bear no Share in replacing them, 


Ie fevers] Denominations' of Merchants might. be 


ercers, Dfapers and Haberdaſhers ; _ notwithſtanding 
fe thine are joined together at preſear by 2 Royal 
Patent, reſtiäcting them to ſuch Meichants only, as deal 


. 


in Men and Weitz Apparel : 86 that this particular | 
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| Company, you ſee, are reſtricted to a certain Sort of 
Merchants. 


Therefore the many other Sorts. of Merchants thay x, 
be erected into different Companies, ſuch as'thoſe who 


deal to foreign Parts, as Wine-merchants, Iron-mongers, 


Bow-merchants, Grocers, | Brewers, Stationers, Vi nt- 


ners, Innholders, Printers, Bookbinders and others, 


who ſhould elect their own Members to Council, either 
one or more, according to their Number, and as may. 
be thought moſt equal. And tho' the Merchant-com- | 


y includes three Sorts, yet I ſee nothing to to hinder 


each of theſe to ſubdivide Fant Face and be erected in- 


to three other Societies by themſelves, for electing their 


Repreſentatives to Council, and yet continue in the 


preſent Company, as the chief Buſineſs of it, is to ma- 


nage their Company-affairs, and meet altogether, and | 


go on as they do juſt now. 


And, even if this Claſſing ſhould not be thought pro- 


per, is it not reaſonable, that the Merchant Counſellors 


ſhonld be elected by the whole Body of Merchants; that 


they may be conveened by the Dean of Guild a Week 


beſore the Time they are elected, and leet two for eve- 
ry Perſon to be elected; and then a Week after meet 


again, and elect the Perſdtis, and preſent them to the 


Council, as the Incorporations do their ſeveral Deacons ? 


There are a great many Advantages flows from this 
Cong of the ſeveral Bur geſſes into Companies or So- 


cieties. E mention this one, (for Inſtance) if the Vint- 
ners were thus collected, (and to them the Coffee-houſe- 


and Ale-houſe Keepers might be jolfied) I ſhall ſuppoſi 
their Number to * 100; and if they paid each twen 
Shillings Sterling Entry, and one Shilling per Quarter, 
which would be no great Hardſhip upon any, altho' but 


in very ordinary Circurnſtances ; here at once would be 


100 /. Sterl. Stock, and next Year would be 5 J. In- 


tereſt on that Stock, and. "oy Sterl. N 
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fo that the very firſt Year they could beſtow 2 5 Stet. 


on their decayed Members. And, as it is to be ſup- | 
poſed, there could not be many Poor for ſome few Tears 


at firſt, their Stock would be further increaſed thereby; 


and likewiſe it might be well-expetted, that thoſe who 
were in good Circuniſtances would, for further Encou- 


| ragement of ſo good a Defign, ſpare 5 J. or 10 /. of 


Donation, and even ſome leſſer Sums, by thoſe who. 
were not ſo able, which might be a further Addition 0 
their Stock. | 
And tho? the propoſed Amendments to the Set hoatd FE. 
not take place; yet this claſſing of the ſeveral Denomi- 
nations of Merchants into Companies would be of great 
Uſe, in their careful looking into the Caſes of their pot 
decayed Members, and providing for them ſuitably, | 
The Magiſtrates and Council of this City haye ſufficient 
Powers already veſted in them for authorizing ſo chari- 
table Purpoſes, and much Good has ' ariſen from ſuch, - 
ſmall Beginnings. * 
It is but about 60 Years ſince the Merchant-Company | 
was erected into a Society by a Royal Patent: And tho 
their Entries, and the Purchaſe of their Quarter-dues 
for ever, are no more than the ſmall Sum of one Pound 
fourteen, Shillings Sterling; yet thereby they, their 
Children and Grandchildren. are entitled to many great 
55 s; for, by the liberal Donations of the Mem- 
the Company, and ot her Mortifications, they 
— a f. afficient $ Stock, ſo as that their annual Revenue 
oy afford to give 4 or 5 J. per Annum to their decayed 
bers or their Widows, and other ſmaller Annuities, 
as their ſeveral Caſes do require; Beſides, that great 
Relief of Wat/on's Hoſpital for their Boys, who get their 
Maintenance and Education therein handſomely, and 
have a reaſonable Allowance for binding them Appren- . 


Ml tices to any Buſineſs in the City, or tarrying them for- 


"ed ty their Studles OR when their 
OP 
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Goſs are Fitted for ſuch F and when 
they are done with their Apprentiteſhips, and have ſerved, 
two Years afterwards as Journeymen, with the A „ 
bation of their Maſters with whom they ſerved, then an 
they intitled to receive from the Governors of the 
pital 50l. Sterling to ſet them up in Buſineſs. Mort» 
over there is the Merchant Hoſpital for their Girls, 
wherein there are about Sixty, maintained and educated, 
and thereby fitted for being uſeful in the World. 

From what has been mentioned, methinks it will ap- 
pear fo plain to be the Duty of the preſent ( 
that Ser will all heartily join in every ue 


to obtain Relief from thoſe Hardihips we too long 


have laboured under; a main Source oſ which, is the 
ſhort Continuance of every Member in the Connell and 
the Multiplicity and Variety of Buſineſs daily occurring, 
and their Unacquaintedneſs for ſometime with the City - 


Affairs, makes a Council always Minors, and their 


Management raw and undigeſted ; for by that Time a- 
ny Member comes to know ſomething of the City Af- 
fairs, he is obliged by the Set to go out of Office, and 
before he may happen to be re-elected, he is as much 
to. begin to learn the Buſineſs of Council as at firſt, 
And I believe there is not wanting Inſtances of ſome 
who underſtood very little of the City Affairs, and could 


talk of little elſe but ſome .trifling Potherings ordinary 


about an Election; and indeed this ſeems to take up 


too much of the Time and Spirit of the whole Coun- 


eil, and how to form a new Election. 

And it is well known what keen and FAT Dil- 
putes have ariſen from this Conduct, on very trifling Oc: 
calions, as whether this ar that Man ſhould be 2 Deacon, 
when it was not worth one Farthing, either to the par- 
ticular Society or to the City, altho neither of them had 
ever been elected at all; and yet ſuch a Trifle bas been 


ſo i pere. that no Time, no Expence waz 
- thought 


3 ka : 


jt has undergone. the various Forms of the Court of Seſ⸗ 


Gon, it has been carried by Appeal from their Sentence 


| n and after all, ſubmit⸗ 


to, and determined by a noble Lord in a Deereet · ar- 
ul after a great deal * Labour and Travail beftowed 


upon it. I am perſuaded, that half the Time and Mo. 


ney ſpent in that Affair, would procure to the City an 


Amendment af the Set, and ſo ſor ever pre vent many | 


trifling Diſputes about Elections, and cure many other 


*Evils that has been very 2 the City, as e 


only it would be obſerved, that Perſons: uſing 


\ 


as hurtful to its real Intereſt, 


The diſtinguiſhed Names of Merchants and Tradef 5 
men, and their ſeveral Priyileges are no ſmall Caulet 


of ſome of theſe Diſputes 3. and 1 could beartily with 


there 'were no ſuch Diſtinction in the City, but al 
Burgeſſes called Freemen or Citizens, and all have a 


Right and Power to be elected to the higheſt Offices; 
ſome 
the mechanick Buſineſſes may not be elected a Magi- = 


ſtrate until he figſt give up with his particular 


as js the Cuſtom at preſent in the City, and in 
Cities, for-varigus Reaſans not neceſſary ts: ou taken 


Notice of here. U 


That the Freedom by, the City be ane common Sam 
both to Merchants and Tradeſmen; All Freemens Chil- 
green and Apprentices may be continued at the preſent | 


| Rate, which is about 4 J. Sterling to Freemens Chib- 


dren, and 6 JL Sterling to their Apprentices, 'and the 


um for a Stranger that is willing to purchaſe the 
reedom of the City may be from 10 J. to 20 l. Ster- 


ling at moſt ; as at preſent any Man from any Part of the 


World may purchaſe the Freedom of Merchants for 


about 12 J. Sterl, And Experience in this City, andih. 
all flouriſhing Cities ſhows it more and more, that there is 


"'P Hurt byt ea —_— dee Numbers | 


f x ( as: % "2M ſy „ 
ä en for Numbers are "the Riches ther 
n 2 
It is not reaſonable that any Tradeſman ſhould pay 


1 at Entry with his Incorporation more than the Mer- 


chants pay at preſent, as they enjoy no more Privile- 


ges, and have not à Proſpect of advancing their Stock 


more than a Merchant; and if I am not miſinſormed, 


in ſome Incorporations their Upſet- money, and other 


Charges with the Trade, may amount to 20 J. Ster- 


ling and upwards, which is by far too great à Sum * 


be taken from a young Beginner at his Entry, ſome 
whom has not perhaps as much more of Stock as this 


Sun, left behind to carry on his Buſineſs, whereby ſome | 


have been reduced and ruined, by borrowing a Part 
which they have never been able to repay, and ſupport 


themſelves in the mean Time.; and they have ſoon be- 
come à Burden on the Inco:poration. 80 that by ta- 


_ King ſuch high Entry- money at firſt, is like robbing the 


induſtrious Poor to ſupport the idle and uſeleſs Poor, 


or killing one Man to make another live: And though 


you don't knock him in the Head. yet thereby you knock | 
his Trade in the Head; for ſtarving will do a Man's Bu- 


| fineſs as eſſectually, though more 4owly : For as Mo- 


ney is the Sinews of War, ſo it is of Trade, chere is 


no going on eaſily without it. 
That every Freeman may be ed to exerciſe 


- and if he find not his Account, may change his Buſi- 
neſs to another, I cannot ſee nuch Hazard or Incon- 
in this, and that Eſſays made by Tradeſmen 


ate not of ſuch Importance as the Loſs and Expence 


Tome have been put to in making them; for any Per- 


fon who employs them will be commonly. the ſevereſt - 


Eſſay- maſters, if their Work ſhould not pleaſe them, 
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what Buſineſs or Trade he chuſes, and is ſit for, - but 
no more than one Buſineſs at one and the fame Time, 


near RS 2 FL 


of, he can eaſily be remedied, if he has Ground to thin 


he is impoſed upon, by calling others wand" 


to inſpect it. 


That all thoſe Trades e e his * | 


ſacturing ones, to encourage ſuch to ſettle among us 
ſhould be enter d very low. A Purchaſer of any ſuch 
Traſſe, as a Weaver of any Sort, Shoemaker, :Cutler; 


Hatter, Hoſier, Clothier, Dyer and Dreſſers, and all o- 


thers,, whoſe Work may be a Subje & of Trade, ſo a8 


to be tranſported by themſelves or others to neighbour- | 


Towns, or exported beyond Sea; ſuch Purchaſers 
deſerve to have the Freedom of the ey at no 29 
Rates than an Apprentice. _ 

For the principal Advantage that' a Gity-qppinintidh © 
has, or ought 10 value himſelf upon, is this, that there- 
by he has the Opportunity of ſeeing better Work pers 
formed, and ſo. better qualified... to go or in his Bufi» | 
neſs ; as alſo of getting new Acquaintances, whereby 
his Trade may * romoted and increaſed, and _ 
depend upon any ſeculſive Privilege. 

As to which Privilege of Freemen, it is now not 8 
extenſive as it has been, underſtood! to be by ſome 
Tradeſmen, and ſeveral Practiſes founded on this Opi- 
nion, have of late been greatly and juſtly diſcouraged 
by the honourable Court of Seſſion their Decrees, and 
2 Redreſs given to the Complaints of Tradeſmen 
iving m the . Suburbs and Neighbourhood, whereby 


they are allowed to bring in their Goods and Manufac- 


tures Into the City at any Time of the Day, ant] to 
{ell then to whom they pleaſe, when finiſhed, but at 


no Time be allowed ts work in the City. And in- 4 


deed it would be hard that a Merchant can bring home 
ſuch Goods from any Place to Sale, and that a Tradef- 
man in the Suburbs, making the ſame Sort of Goods, 
Would not have full Liberty to {ell them where and 
ee So that a Go Todos ene 
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1 ales by his ſuperier Skill and better Work, his Ho: 
= 1 = Diligence and Induſtry in the Way of his parti 
1 eolar Calling. uhicht Providence for orditity bleſs 
= | with fuitable Succeſs ;- and the moſt Part of intelligent 
if — rains be well, and {need 
| wade them to any joint Meaſute 
— Cath be el. r expedient to advance the Honour 
nud common Intereſt of the City. 
1 cem proceed! from nothing elfe tht 4 narro 
beiti, or rather a very miſtaken Notiori of ſome Tah 
men to leſſen the Number, or hinder thie ficreaſe ef 
other Handicrafts any how, or t6, think,, that mak in 
Entries low, would dé laying open their Privileges too 
much, and be 4 ſenſible Detriment to them; and evei 
perhaps ſome may be ready to ſay, that there is enough 
already, and mofe than can well get Bread in ſeveral 
Bmploys, and that they could wiſh: they were rathet 
* leſſtned. Let us examine into this miſtaken Principle, 
_ a little, and fee where it would end, and. how urd 
a would be. 
For Inſtance, I ſhall ſuppoſe the foutth Part of is 
\ Machen, and ſo of every Trade, whether Surgeons, 
Goldſmiths or Skinners, Oc. could eaſily ſupply the 
whole Demands of the preſent Citizens; but then, 25 
the remaining three Fourths of all theſe Societies mut 
remove to other Places for their Bread, how would this 
be an Advantage even to , thoſe fourth Part that re: 
mains? No ſurely, they would find a * many more 
ne beeauſe the City would be depopulates 
thereby. 


But again, on this dhe Hand, if the Priviteges of 
the City were more extenfive, open and free, and En: 
nies of ſome Trades low, the Inhabitants would be 
more enereaſed. And this is always a ſure Advantage 4 
either a Gity or Nation; wen any Meafure is taken 
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do all in their Power for promoting 


| 


C3.) 
waned aided; ee 
high and low, would find thei? Account in, and the 
landed Intereſt conſiderably,” and every Kind of Buſi- 
nels would thereby be promoted, even theſe Gentle - 


| pero ee Law would tl the Benefit 


of it; ſs that it is undoubtedly every one's Intereſt 
who lives in Edinbargh, be of what Profeſſion he will, to 
the common Inte- 
reſt of the City in this and &very other Reſpedt. 


Theſe manufacturing Trades ſhould likeways be as - 
much eaſed of the publick Butdens as poſſible, not on- 
ſuch to fettle among us, but to en- 


to en 
As them to ſel! their Goods the cheaper, that they 
may be in # Capacity to compete with any Manufac- 
tures of the fame Kind brought from any Place 
Merchants of others: 
if ſuch Manufactures made amongſt us were but tole- 
rable, either as to Quality vr Price, the Wearer or 
Conſumer, Who is an Inhabitant in or about the City, 
ought to ſeek no further, but, for his own and Coun- 
try's Advantage, confine himſelf to encourage ſuch, 
becauſe any Kind of Manufacture at firſt may labour 
under ſore Diſadvantages, which Time, only and ſuit- 
able Encouragement can remedy and cure. And indeed © 
there wants nothing fo much in this Kingdom to ſup- 
and encoufage her Manufactures, as a Diſpoſition 
in the Great and Rich towards ſo neceſſary and noble 2 
= And there is none would reap ſooner, of more - 

ing Advantages, than theſe, particular 1250 Proprig- 
tors of Eands. * 2 

The high Rents of Houſes in this City, is no "= 
Diſcouragement to. thoſe uſeful Manufacturers to live 


with us, our Rents being higher than in any other Place _ 


of the united Kingdom, even London itſelf, the Reaſon 
for which, I cannot comprehend.” There is one Way 1 
would by Leave to. Nl "IN occurs to me, w_ 


PINT 


3 * 
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And one would gladly hope, that 


% 


1 


— 


| ( 26. ) 
the Buildings of the City may be ſomewhat eaſier, and 
it is this: As the City are Superiors of a great many 
Grounds around the Town, in moſt of which are good 
Stone Quarries, where every one that is to build in the 
City, particularly Burgeſſes, might be allowed to take 
uhat Stones they are to uſe for nothing, but to pay 
| thoſe who work in the Quarry, and that the City might 
be at the Charge of maintaining all Sorts of Quarry-In- 
ſtruments, which Expence may be charged in with the 
Ceſs laid on the Inhabitants of the City. This is one 
Way, as I apprehend, the Charge of Building may be 
leſſened, particularly of thoſe Houſes fit for carrying on 
Manufactories, as the moſt chargeable Part of theſe is 
Maſon-work, and but little other Work neceſſary. I 
| know ſome Burghs in Scotland who do ſo,which proves a 
great Eaſe in, as well as Encouragement to Building. 
| But, paſling theſe Digreſſions, the Tradeſmen in E- 
dinburgh, as Incorporations, have a good deal more Pri- 


vuilege than the Merchants, in regard they chuſe their 


own Deacons ; yet even this is too much limited by the 
Power the ordinary Council (conſiſting of - ſeventeen 
Merchants and eight Tradeſmen) have, ſo as oftimes 
they are diſappointed in the Perſon they deſign and would 
elect, as they are obliged, by the preſent Set, to give 
in a Leet-of ſix Perſons, out of whom the Council chu- 
ſes Three, perhaps the Three leaſt expected or deſired, 
ſo that the Incorporation is neceſſitated to chuſe one, 
whom, they would not have otherways elected, if at free 
Liberty in their Choice; and it is oftimes by ſuch Means, 
that Leading Men in the Council get themſelves and 
their Parties ſupported and continued. | 

Therefore the Fourteen Crafts ſhould have the ſole 
Power to elect their own Deacons or Preſes, without 
giving any Leet to the Council, or having any Reſtricti- 
on whatſomever laid upon them, but proceed to leet and 
elect by themſelves; and ſuch Perſons ſo lected and 
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elected in a regular Manner, by the plurality of Voices ? 

od of thoſe. preſent, ſhould be received by the Council as 
their Repreſentatives, and that each Trade may changs | 


the Perl thus elected every Lear, or continue them as 5 | 


long as their Society is pleaſed ſo to do by Re- election. 
And as ſome Trades are greatly reduced ſince this Set 
vas firſt made, and others greatly increaſed, and ſome va- 
juable and numerous Trades have no Repreſentation at 
all, it is very neceſſary there ſhould be, ſome Remeid | 
And as the Incorporations of Wrights and Minne, 58 
and Hammermen, which are very numerous, ſnould. 
1 for that Reaſon, have more Perſons to repreſent them in 
3 2 Council; or rather that the ſeveral Arts who are joined 
at preſent with them ſhould be disjoined, and entered into 


E- | a Society by themſelves: So whatever Art has twenty 

ri- | Perſons, or thereby, exerciſing Buſineſs, and able to pay 

ir Stent, and bear the common Burdens of the City, ſhould* © 

ae de allowed a Repreſentative in Council; and thoſe who - 

n have not ſo many, two or more Arts may be joined o- 

es ere 

Id That the Incorporation of Candlemakers, 2s they aro 

e for Number and Uſefulneſs as conſiderable a Society as 

u- many of theſe, who at preſent chuſe a Deacon to repreſent = 

d, them in Council, it is but reaſonable they ſhould enjoy 

e, every Privilege any of their Brethren do, and ſnould be 

e allowed to chuſe their on Repreſentative to eil; as 

2 alſo, thoſe numerous Societies of Barbers an Wig- 

d makers, ſhould each of them have the like Privilege "= 
2 and that every other Tradeſman in Town ſhould be 

e Joined in one or other Society, according to their Num- 

t bers; ſo that no ſingle Tradeſmen whatſoever, that pays 


publick Burdens, ſhould be precluded from having a Share 


can it be juſtly ſaid, that thoſe who rule in the City are the 
proper Rulers We it, and en Ou be — by thoſe 


over — 
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in clecting their Governors; then. and not till then, | > 
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1 4 | 
over whom they do bear Rule, 2 


in no Senfe and upon no Account can be chargeable with 
the Faults. or Misbehaviour of all, or any of their S 
vernors, in any Event whatever. | 

Any Fault or Failure in Management, e! * 


here, is without the leaſt Intention to offend, or throw 


2 Reflection upon any particular Perſon or Set of Men, 


who have been in the Council at any Time: But the 


Deſign of taking. Notice of theſe is purely to prevent, 


" if poſſible, ſuch ill Conduct and Miſmanagement for the 


8 us, and from a ſincere Re- 
to 2 pps it is expected, you'll make ſome Al- 

for any Imperſfections, as having neither Time 

or faitable Abilities for ſuch Performances, and accept 0 
theſe well meant Hints, from one who thought it his 


Duty to lay them before you in this plain and homely 


Dreſs, that thoſe who are more fit ſor improving. or al- 


tering any Part for the better Management of this Me- 


tropolits, may be excited to ſo laudable a Work, and no 


leſs incumbent Duty, than it is abſolutely neceſſary for 


the Peace, Happineſs and Proſperity a the Whos — - | 


every Individual in the City. 


Now, my Brethren, fuffer me laſt of all, to intrect | 
| you to ſet about this moſt neceſſary and important Work, 


in the moſt earneſt and vigorous Manner; a cold Wiſh 
will never do any Good, it requires your Heads, your 


Hearts, your Hands, your Purſes, I hope . 


poſſibly that is in your Power will be neglected, but 


every neceſſary Meaſure requiſite chearfully undertaken, 


and ſuitably purſued. 
No doubt the further Progreſs in this noble n 


will be attended with a conſiderable Expence, eſpe - 


cially in our Applications to the Legiſlature; and con- 


. ſidering the burdened State of the City Funds at pre- 


ſent, ſo as ſhe has not been able to give that Relief o 


WE 8 of boths ene, that their poor 


Ae 


* 


\ 
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ie en gurken ae rp Therefore T_ 
hope no Citizen, will be far taking this. Expence be, 
the City's Patrimony, hecauſe you Eee 


encroaching on the Fare, to be baſtowed: u 


her poor Inhabitants. 
I would then gladly hope there will bs ally fourt 
25 many Citizens, as will readily and chearfully- ſab- 


ſeribe for @ Sum ſufficient... to defray the whole Eu. 


pence out of their own Pockets, I mylalf ſhall be one + 
and if there can be found but Fifty more in the King 
dom, whether high or low Citizens. or any others whats  / 
ſomever {a minded, this moſt uſeful and praile-worthy * 
Undertaking ſhall not ſtop on Account of the Expencs, 
but will heartily bear the joint fifrieth Part, coſt what id 


will. TROOP ROE. 


| Sucteſs in \ the of pps Attempt. Frs | 2 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


"HE above was in the Printer's Hands, juſt att is . 

here printed, before the Publication of another am- 
phlet on the fame Subject, ſigned by P4hilodinus Scotus, 
wherein the Author ſhows a great Deal of good Deſign,” 
and has been at conſiderable Pains ; and therefore merits 
the Thanks of the Citizens: But as it is pretty large, 
ſome perhaps may not have the Opportunity to peruſe 
it; ſo that theſe foregoing Hints are chiefly deſigned for” 
the middle and lower Ranks of Buzgelſes, that every 
one may ſee with their own * and julge for Ln 4 

ves 


| .C " 
ſelves, that PER may be W enabled” ts 11 wh 
- Aſſiſtance they can to forward" fo worthy a Defign. _ « 
Yet, with great Submiſſion - to that Genlaran, I | 
- would beg Leave to take Notice to you, my dear Fellow- 
Citizens, that with great Concern we have all along ob- 
ſerved, as is hinted at in this Pamphlet, that 'a Pro- 
\ voſt, four Baillies, a Dean of Guild and Treaſurer, is 
by far too few for executing the ſeveral neceſſary Parts 
of the Magiſtracy of this great City ſo eſſectually as they 
. ought, it being evident, theſe Gentlemen muſt be con- 
. tinually hurried with Buſineſs, whereby ſome Part of it 
may be in Hazard of being overlookt or neglected; fo 
that twelve Baillies or Aldermen is few enough, and one 
Month's Buſigeſs (divided into Weeks for their greater 
Conveniency is ſufficient for one Man, beſides their other 
Attendance upon Council. meetings, and Lge Care of + 
their own particular Affairs. | 
As to that Author's other Propoſal. of Thirty-two, to 
bde the Number of the whole Council of the City, it iE 
by far too few; and the eighteen Merchant · Members for 
Life, tho elected to be Counſellors by the nine Pariſhes, 
Vould be worſe than the Old Set, unleſs theſe were con- 
troulable by ten Counſellors annually elected to one 
Alderman, as is pointed at in this Paper, in the Remarks 
on the Lenden Conſtitution. g 
However, I ſhould heartily agree, if theſe Eigbteen, 
inſtead of being Counſellors, were all made Aldermen, 
and 160 Common Council-men, annually elected out 
of the ſeveral Companies and Incorporations joined to 
them; this Number, ſo * fo elected, would be the Safety and 
great Advantage of the City; becauſe, if there was any 
Scheme propoſed, that the Citizens did not approve of, 
they would naturally call a Meeting of their different So- 
cieties to conſider of it, and then enjoin their Deputy 
ties to the Council to approve or oppoſe ſuck a 
Mere, and if * did e than deſired, — 
e £00 
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next annual Election, and chuſe ſuch in their Room Th 
* would act according to the Judgment of the Society. 
Some may readily think 160 100 great a Number, and * 
"not an eaſy Matter to be got: However, this Difficulty : 
may be ſoon removed, if you conſider there are 108 1 
ders and Deacons on the Kirk- ſeſſions in the City at pag N 
Time, who, without Diſparagement, may be very W 
Adviſers in Matters concerning the true Intereſt of the 
City; and double that Number who have ſerved in 
theſe Offices, and have now laid them dovn, not to menti- 
on the great Numbers who have ſerved in Council, and 
are by the Conſtitution alſo laid aſide; yea belies, there 
are a great many who never ſerved either in Council 
or in the Seſſions, equally fit for any Office of Honour 
or Truſt in the City, who may as well , intruſted Wit 
the managing of her Affairs, as annex . the * 
Council, or of the Seſſions. 1 
As to Pariſh Elections, ſome, being vaſtly caperiey to 
others, both as to Quality and Numbers, and the frequent 
| Removes of Families from one Pariſh to another, the 
Electors would be in a continual Flux and Change: But 
if the Burgeſſes were claſſed in different Societies or Com- 
panies, as is likewjſe hinted at in the foregoing Pages, 
' theſe always ſubſiſt and remain, and their Conduct 
would be more uniform and compleat, beſides the great 
Advantage of providing for their poor decayed Members ; 
A moſt neceſſary Duty, and much wanted. þ 
Indeed this Author has collected many uſeful Ob- 1 
e n, and if there is any thing new or uſeful to 
the City in this Performance, the Publick is heartily - 
welcome to it, tho? there is ſtill room for further Im- 
| Porn _ 'tis hoped thoſe to whom cn e- 
cur, will not be wan e un AS. | 
neral Uſe. | 25 Wy = 
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AB Ste 4 6 the City Repreſentative in par- 
Bake the Gentleman's Scheme is extraordinary good; 
only inſtead of making the Electors Qualifications co be 
by y bs valued Rents of their Shops or Houſes; might 
rather be, by their being annually in the Stent - 
N. Tm and paying not under 20 Shillings e - 1 
and though there may be ſome very good, honeſt, vir 
tudus Burgeſſes deprived of a Vote. in this Caſe, by ſuch 
Reſtrxtion. yet, methinks, that is not to be laid in the 
Balance with the Miſchiefs that would neceſſarily follow 
if a lower Sum were allowed, becauſe in every great 
City, ſuch as this, where there is one in a low Way 
of the above Character, three are many of a quite op- 
polite one, whereby deſigning Perſons would have a large 
Field to work v dn, as ſuch are commonly Tiplers, c. 
and might be / preyed on by them, and the true 
Intereſt — in ! be ED 


Rates.” 
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